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cover of the hills, well back of Mt. Tif ata, marched towards
the proconsul unopposed. In cooperation with Gracchus,
he took several towns (Compulteria, Trebula, and Saticula)
which had admitted Carthaginian garrisons, made many
prisoners, and punished the leaders of the Hannibal party.
Nola having still a very considerable popular party which
favored Hannibal, Fabius sent Marcellus back to that city,
of which he had some fears, while he himself took possession
of Marcellus' camp on the heights. It is not, however, prob-
able that cautious Fabius was guilty of such an act of fool-
hardiness as to march his army between Capua and Mt.
Tif ata, where Hannibal lay encamped, as Livy relates, espe-
cially when there was nothing to be gained by it.

Gracchus, from his camp at Cumae, at the same time made
an advance towards Capua, which brought the three Roman
armies near enough to mutually sustain each other, Hanni-
bal was practically hemmed in and robbed of his ability to
act in Campania, by this large Eoman force so systematically
distributed. There was no army between him and Home, but
the reasons for his not marching on the capital we already
know. Each Roman army lay in its intrenched camp or
walled city, showing no inclination to fight; and it must be
borne in mind that a battle could not be forced against a
camp any more than against a fortress. Very exceptional
circumstances only brought about the attack of a camp.
Hannibal could not afford to assault either without a special
gain in so doing. In the open country he would not have
hesitated a moment to attack the total forces if he had room
to manoeuvre. But the Fabian tactics were bearing fruit.
The Romans preferred to wear Hannibal out by safer opera-
tions than fighting. They were holding the bulk of the Cam-
panian plain against him. The three armies knew that
sooner or later hunger would drive him away, and leave wlfil/ii   iltt   fill   ull was the means of so entirely weakening the morale
